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Abstract
Within the framework of the cultivation theory, this study aims to describe, analyze and
evaluate the role of social media sites in devoting, consolidating, reinforcing, and developing
the manifestations, values and foundations of national belonging among Egyptian youth. By
applying a survey on a sample of university youth, the researcher seeks to identify the relation-
ship of Egyptian university youth to social media sites, monitor their usage habits of these sites,
analyze and evaluate the effects resulting from this usage, and reveal - through their point
of view - whether they have a positive or a negative impact in strengthening and developing
their national belonging. The study comes up with some results most notably that social media
sites are widely used by the majority of Egyptian university youth. Moreover, social media
sites are no longer just a virtual world for communication that provide services and exchange
ideas only. Rather, they have dealt with various issues with intense interaction in such a way
that allows Egyptian youth to present their opinions, ideas, and proposals on various problems
and issues. They have also become prime tributaries for building, promoting, and reinforcing
the manifestations, values, and foundations of national belonging and the dimensions of citi-
zenship. Furthermore, Egyptian university youth believe that there are risks and obstacles to
social media sites that could prevent the full effectiveness of these platforms in consolidating
the manifestations, values, and foundations of national belonging. The most notable risks are:
Promoting malevolent propaganda, stimulating disintegration and violent attitudes, social and
sectarian conflicts, and supporting extremist discourses that negatively affect the intellectual
structure and the system of national values among youth.
Keywords: National belonging- Citizenship- Cultivation theory-Social media sites- Egyptian youth.
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