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Abstract

The study aims to shed light on the generational gap between teenagers and young
adults in the use of digital platforms, with a focus on usage patterns, behavioral trans-
formations, and their impact on social relationships. Additionally, it seeks to explore
the attitudes of both groups toward the future of artificial intelligence. The study em-
ployed a comparative methodology through a field survey conducted on a sample of
400 participants, equally divided between teenagers (13—18 years) and young adults
(18-23 years).

The results revealed statistically significant differences in the number of hours
spent on digital platforms. Teenagers tended to use these platforms moderately, av-
eraging 4—6 hours per day, whereas young adults reported intensive use exceeding
6 hours daily. TikTok emerged as the most preferred platform for both groups, fol-
lowed by Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube. Notably, teenagers showed a stronger
preference for Instagram and Snapchat, while young adults favored Facebook and
Telegram.

Regarding usage motivations, cognitive motives related to knowledge expansion
and skill development ranked highest for both groups, followed by social motives
(such as maintaining connections with friends and family), and then entertainment
and psychological motives. Although teenagers displayed a greater tendency toward
passive interaction (browsing without direct engagement), both groups showed mod-
erate levels of interaction through likes, comments, and shares.

Keywords: Generational Gap — Digital Platforms — Behavioral Transformations — Ar-
tificial Intelligence.
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