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Abstract

In light of the continuous growth of the influencer phenomenon and their increas-
ing involvement in various social, economic, political, and religious domains, and giv-
en their significant impact on a wide audience base—leveraging the interactive and
widespread nature of social media platforms in all their forms—this study aimed to
examine the role of social media influencers in shaping the agenda of communica-
tion professionals within traditional media institutions. The study adopted the survey
method, with a field research approach, utilizing a structured questionnaire for data
collection. The questionnaire was administered to a purposive sample of 100 com-
munication professionals working across different traditional media outlets, including
newspapers and television channels.

The key findings of the study confirm that social media influencers have an increas-
ingly significant impact on shaping the agenda of traditional media practitioners, with
90% of the respondents reporting regular or occasional engagement with influenc-
er content. The results highlighted Facebook and TikTok as the most influential plat-
forms and indicated that the nature of this engagement is predominantly superficial
rather than analytical. Despite this, media professionals perceive the influence of so-
cial media on media agendas as moderate to high, particularly concerning social and
entertainment issues. Furthermore, the relationship between influencers and tradi-
tional media is seen as more complementary than competitive, with a considerable
proportion of participants acknowledging that influencers may surpass traditional
media in their impact on audiences at times.

Keywords: Influencers- Social Media- Communication Professionals- Traditional Media
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