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Egyptian Media Elite Trends towards Coverage of Foreign News Channels for Arab World
Issues "'Field Study"

This study aimed to monitor the opinions and attitudes of the Egyptian media elite (academic /
professional) towards covering foreign news channels for Arab issues through the identification
of the most prominent Arab issues dealt with by those foreign channels, which the elite are keen
to follow, as well as to identify the attitude of the Egyptian media elite to cover foreign news
channels for these issues, and assess the professional style used in the coverage of foreign
satellite channels for it.

In this study, the researcher relied on the survey methodology on a sample of the Egyptian
media elite who followed the coverage of the Arab world issues in foreign channels, which was
conducted on 150 cases of the Egyptian media elite, and was divided into(75 terms of
professionals working in the media field, 75 terms of academics (Media professors in Egyptian
Universities)).

The study found that 54% of the total Egyptian media elite of the study sample are highly
keen to follow foreign news channels high, while the proportion of those who moderately follow
these channels is 26.7% and 19.3% of the total number of cases of the Egyptian media elite that
they are following these channels low. The BBC channel came in the forefront of foreign news
channels, which the elite of the study sample was keen to follow up where it topped the channels
by 15.3 percent, followed by CNN channel in the second ranking by 12.6 percent.

The political issues were at the top of the issues that the foreign news channels focused on
covering the Arab issues from the point of view of the Egyptian media elite by 94% of the total
sample of the Egyptian media elite, followed by security issues by 86%, then economic issues by
77.3%.

The study also found that the attitude of 61.3% of the total Egyptian media elite of the study
sample was negative towards covering foreign news channels to the issues of the Arab world,
while 21.3% are neutral and 18.6% are positive.

Keywords: elite media attitudes - foreign news channels - Arab world issues.
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