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Abstract

This study seeks to explore the mutual relationship between Saudi public relations practitioners
and journalists. In other words, the study aims to study how journalists, who are working in
the various Saudi media institutions, view public relations practitioners in Saudi governmental
organizations, and in return, how public relations practitioners in the Saudi organizations view
journalists who are working in the various Saudi media institutions. The study was based
on the survey and comparative method, using a questionnaire tool to collect data from the
respondents. It has been applied on two different samples. The first sample included public
relations practitioners and consisted of (68) respondents, while the second sample included
journalists and consisted of (62) respondents.

The results of the study showed that there is a mutual positive view between Saudi journalists
and public relations practitioners, in which the public relations practitioners believe that the
journalists have an eagerness to obtain reliable information from the main sources in Saudi
governmental organizations. In addition to the fact that journalists represent a self-contained
audience, public relations practitioners are seeking to establish a strong relationship with them.

The relationship between Saudi public relations practitioners and journalists working in
the media takes different forms. The Public relations practitioners preferred the professional
relationship that depends on skills and professional standards. While the Public relations
practitioners considered the professional relationship as the strongest type of relationship between
them and journalists, journalists preferred the cooperative relationship. In conclusion, the study
asserts that the relationship between Public relations practitioners in Saudi governmental
organizations with journalists is a cooperative and participatory relationship.

Keywords: relationship, public relations, public relations practitioners, journalists, journalism.
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