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Abstract

The study aims to observe, analyze and demonstrate the Egyptian preachers’ per-
ceptions of the influence of violence in social media content on oneself and others.
The study is conducted within the framework of the theory of Third Person Effect
from both cognitive and behavioral aspects. This research paper, applied to a sample
of preachers within the institutions of Al-Azhar Al-Sharif and the Ministry of Awqaf
(Endowments), identifies the habits and patterns of preachers’ exposure to violence
in social media content, and the extent of their support for imposing censorship on
this content.

The results of the research confirm the validity of the two hypotheses of the “Third
Person Effect” theory (at the cognitive and behavioral levels) despite the different
research samples and environments. This clearly confirms the strength of the the-
ory, its quality and the validity of its application in a variety of environments. The
results indicate the high usage rate of the preachers on social media platforms as well
as their interest in following, as a means of observance and preparation to address,
the violence in social media content. In addition, the results show that the religious
background of preachers as well as their reformist role make them less affected by
violence in social media content compared to others. The study, also, reveals that the
majority of preachers’ (92%) support imposing censorship on violence content to re-
duce its negative effects. This, also, supports the behavioral hypothesis of the theory
of the “Third Person Effect”.

Keywords: perception, social violence, social networking sites, social distance.
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