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Abstract

This paper aims to analyze the media framing of news coverage of the Hajj in the
international media, by analyzing the coverage of the CNN and BBC News sites of the
Hajj season. The study analyzes the type of frames used, the language used to depict
the context of events, and images, while discussing the reasons for framing and its
impact on audiences’ perceptions, previous literature on the topic, and in light of the
theory of media frame analysis as a theoretical framework for the study. The study
aims to answer the main question: What are the media frameworks followed by in-
ternational media organizations in presenting and covering Hajj news?

This paper applied a descriptive approach, which focuses on collecting data about
the case, and then analyzing, and delivering conclusions about the case. The results
show that both sites CNN and BBC used many media frameworks in covering the
Hajj. CNN focused on covering the Hajj within an economic framework by focusing on
the economic issues related to the Hajj, while the BBC focused on the humanitarian
aspects and responsibility involved in the Hajj. In general, it was noted that the two
networks tended to show the negative sides - from their perspective - and to amplify
them, neglecting to mention the positives and the successes achieved by the King-
dom of Saudi Arabia in managing crowds and organizing the Hajj every year. Several
recommendations were delivered in the paper.

Keywords: media coverage, media frames, framing, Hajj
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What is the Hajj pilgrimage?

®© 26 June 2023

\ WATCH: Zahraa, 11, made her first pilgrimage to Mecca
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Hajj: Price rises making pilgrimage
increasingly unaffordable

@® 28 June 20,

The Hajj reached its climax on Tuesday, with pilgrims gathering at Mount Arafat to pray and recite the Quran
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Pilgrims should be compensated after problems at Hajj, says MP - BBC News *3
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The mountain is home to Hira cave, located
almost 700 metres above sea-level

SOURCE: REUTERS
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Video: Pilgrimage interrupted by monkey trying to steal clothes | CNN *°
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