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Abstract

This study addresses the gap between the legal and media-based safeguards ensur-
ing the right to privacy for children in contact with the law and the actual practices
of media professionals in Egypt. The research aims to explore media practitioners’
attitudes toward this right, assess their level of commitment to related codes and
regulations, identify the reasons behind violations by certain programs, and analyze
the roles played by media management and regulatory bodies in this regard. The
study adopts a descriptive methodology using a survey instrument, grounded in the
social responsibility theory of the media. A sample of 200 television professionals was
drawn from Egypt’s four main media sectors: the National Media Authority, United
Media Services, the private sector, and Arab and foreign Arabic-speaking media op-
erating in Egypt. The Findings revealed that 74.5% of participants acquire information
about children’s rights only when professionally necessary. About 58.5% rely on inter-
national organizations such as UNICEF for guidance, followed by the National Council
for Childhood and Motherhood (55.5%), and the Supreme Council for Media Regula-
tion along with professional codes of ethics (36.5%). Training courses ranked lowest
as a source of information at 13%. The results indicated a clear tendency among me-
dia professionals to conceal the identities of children involved in legal cases. Howev-
er, only 56% correctly understood the definition of a “child in contact with the law.”

Keywords: Child’s right to privacy, Child in contact with the law, Media-based child
protection, Violation of child privacy, Child’s personal data, Child’s identity,
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