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Abstract

Do mass media appeal to emotions, and if so, how does the public respond to potentially fear-
inducing messages? Literature review indicates that politicians often shape their media coverage
or move public opinion, particularly in the domain of foreign policy or during national crises like
repeated terrorism attacks. In this research paper, the researcher conceptualized government-
issued terrorism media messages as a type of emotional appeals. Specifically, the study examined
the relationship between changes in the media coverage of officials’ statements and appeals in
the timing of terrorism attacks and whether these appeals and sentiments were related to changes
in the patterns of individual-level responses to mediated messages about terrorism.

Drawing insights from media’s emotional appeals literature, political science, and
psychological research, the study conceptualized that cognitive (threat perceptions and
confidence in government) and affective (fear and anger) responses to news coverage about
terrorism-related threats should relate to policy preferences and presidential approval. Further,
because terrorist threats target the national group, the study considers how one‘s sense of
identification with the Egyptian people relates to cognitive and affective responses. The results
are mixed as cognitive and affective responses unrelated to policy attitudes in meaningful ways,
but are related to presidential approval, and national identity is largely related to the outcomes
of interest.

Keywords: Egypt -Terrorism- Emotional responses- Fear appeals- Political use-EPPM.
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