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Abstract

Mass media can play a role in fuelling or exacerbating conflict; however, the media
can also serve as a driver of peace. Recognition of this has led to increasing literature
on media/communications and peacebuilding, and social cohesion. This research
systematically reviews a mixture of academic papers and grey literature on mass
media and both peace & social cohesion to provide an overview of existing evidence
and identify future research strategies. Six databases were searched for keywords
that could fall under the broad umbrella of mass media and peace/social cohesion
outcomes. (284) titles and abstracts were screened and read, (124) reviews before
retaining (107).

The review shows that there is good evidence to suggest that mass media better
serve in conflict time, and peace journalism has generated positive results in conflict
transformation and peace programs. At the same time, many studies also found nu-
merous non-significant and negative relationships essential to consider. Evidence
is limited, and it is hard to make causal links between media’s interventions and
impact.

Keywords: Social cohesion - Peace journalism - Second level analysis - Theories of
social change
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