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@ Official and News Websites treatment with Rumors;
and their Reflections on the Public Trends
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Abstract

This study aimed to identify how the official and the news websites deal with
rumors, it is a practical study for the Youm7 website and the Official Cabinet Page
- Media Corner (rumors and facts) for rumors and their reflections on the public atti-
tude, in the form and content. It is a descriptive study that used the survey method,
systematic comparison method, a content analysis tool, and a questionnaire tool.
The sample of the analytical study was represented in press material for the Youm7
website and Cabinet Official Page posts on Facebook with a system of “comprehen-
sive inventory” in the period from December 5, 2020, to January 7, 2021. The total of
the analytical sample was (178), and the field study sample consisted of (150) items,
“an available non-probability sample.”

The results concluded that the press coverage of Youm7 was tended to be ne-
glecting and was characterized by a lack of many important information and topics.
Also, it relied on quoting from the Official page of the Council of Ministers, while the
treatment of the Official Cabinet Page was more careful, deeper, and clearer. How-
ever, it lacked backgrounding and linking of events, which raises a problem related
to the principle of the ability of official and news websites to display unite and fulfill
(solidarity and fulfillment of) the reader’s right to know, form opinions and increase
the level of awareness to confront the various mechanisms of psychological wars on
social media.

Key Words: Rumors- Official and News Websites- Social Media Sites- Official Cabi-
net Page— Youm7 website- Media Frameworks.
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