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Abstract

The World Cup hosted by the State of Qatar during the month of November 2022
is of a special nature, as it is the first World Cup organized by an Arab country, and its
opening ceremony represented a multimedia discourse for all countries of the world,
so the current research sought to analyze the critical multimedia discourse in the
opening ceremony video; To reveal the multiple semiotic resources that were used
and employed in order to produce meaning, whether they were resources (verbal/
visual/auditory/gestural) in order to interpret the contexts and ideologies included
in it, in light of social semiotics theory. The results of the research showed that the
opening ceremony contained many semiotic resources that were employed, such as
dialogue, songs, camera angles, music, lighting, and colors. The ceremony’s speech
focused on cultural diversity in terms of shedding light on the Qatari heritage and
introducing the world to aspects of Arab customs and traditions through multiple me-
dia represented by the whale, the Qatari woman’s costume, the mortar, the camel,
the tent... and from an ideological standpoint, it depicted the opening of the World
Cup in Qatar. 2022 The ideology of Arab and Islamic nationalism, which was clear in
many aspects of the ceremony.

Keywords: critical multimedia discourse - opening of the Qatar World Cup 2022 -
social semiotics - semiotic resources
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