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Abstract
This study aims at identifying the most prominent, stylistic, argumentative and pragmatic features
that characterize the Journalistic discourse issued by the grand imams of Al-Azhar in defending
Islam against suspicions and falsehoods. The main goal behind this analysis is to stand on the
foundations of this speech and then come up with an Islamic media strategy to stand behind.
It is an analytical study for the press discourse of the ex-grand imam of Al-Azhar, Dr. Mohamed
Sayed Tantawi in response to the suspicions raised in the media discourse of Pope Benedict XVI
refuting his allegations. Sample of the study contains a series of five article written by Tantawi
entitled "This is Islam, A peaceful dialogue with his Holiness the Pope", Published in Al-Ahram
and Saut Al-Azhar newspapers in response to a lecture delivered by Pope Benedict XVI at a
German university on )Y/4/Y++7  titled by "Faith, reason and the University Memories and
Reflections", in which his statements about Islam were considered to be offensive.
The study depended on Survey method and used stylistic analysis, and also used discourse and
pragmatic analysis as tools of data collection. The theoretical framework of the study includes the
Argumentation theory, Discursive communication theory, Toulmin Model of Argument and the
concept of the Argumentative scales.The study found that:
First: The journalistic discourse (sample of the study) focused on three main axes:

e Preserving the Islamic identity and instilling its high position in the hearts of Muslims.

¢ Defending Islam by refuting the allegations raised by its opponents.

e Fighting back against fanatic media discourse through the implementation of tolerating and
showing respect to others regardless of their beliefs'. In addition to applying the principles of
moderate Islam
Second: The Discourse was characteristics There is consistency and integration between the
different characteristics of the discourse at the stylistic (syntactic, logical and semantic) and
argumentative levels.

The study also deducted an Islamic defense media strategy of three phases; Planning
Establishment, and Delivering the suspicions-refutation-oriented Islamic discourse.
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